
Carefully consider the Funds' investment objectives, risk factors, and 
charges and expenses before investing. This and other information 
can be found in the Funds' prospectuses or, if available, the summary 
prospectuses which may be obtained by visiting www.iShares.com or 
www.blackrock.com. Read the prospectus carefully before investing. 
 
Investing involves risk, including possible loss of principal. 
 
Index performance is for illustrative purposes only.  Index 
performance does not reflect any management fees, transaction costs 
or expenses. Indexes are unmanaged and one cannot invest directly 
in an index. Past performance does not guarantee future results.  
 
This material represents an assessment of the market environment as at a specific 
time; is subject to change; and is not intended to be a forecast of future events or a 
guarantee of future results. This information should not be relied upon by the reader as 
research or investment advice regarding the funds or any issuer or security in 
particular. 
 
The strategies discussed are strictly for illustrative and educational purposes and are 
not a recommendation, offer or solicitation to buy or sell any securities or to adopt any 
investment strategy. There is no guarantee that any strategies discussed will be 
effective. 
 
This material contains general information only and does not take into account an 
individual's financial circumstances. This information should not be relied upon as a 
primary basis for an investment decision. Rather, an assessment should be made as to 
whether the information is appropriate in individual circumstances and consideration 
should be given to talking to a financial advisor before making an investment decision. 
 
Fixed income risks include interest-rate and credit risk. Typically, when interest rates 
rise, there is a corresponding decline in bond values. Credit risk refers to the possibility 
that the bond issuer will not be able to make principal and interest payments. Non-
investment-grade debt securities (high-yield/junk bonds) may be subject to greater 



market fluctuations, risk of default or loss of income and principal than higher-rated 
securities. 
 
Mortgage-backed securities ("MBS") and commercial mortgage-backed securities 
("CMBS") are subject to prepayment and extension risk and therefore react differently 
to changes in interest rates than other bonds. Small movements in interest rates may 
quickly and significantly reduce the value of certain mortgage-backed securities. 
 
TIPS can provide investors a hedge against inflation, as the inflation adjustment 
feature helps preserve the purchasing power of the investment. Because of this 
inflation adjustment feature, inflation protected bonds typically have lower yields than 
conventional fixed rate bonds and will likely decline in price during periods of 
deflation, which could result in losses. Government backing applies only to government 
issued securities, and does not apply to the funds. 
 
International investing involves risks, including risks related to foreign currency, 
limited liquidity, less government regulation and the possibility of substantial volatility 
due to adverse political, economic or other developments. These risks often are 
heightened for investments in emerging/developing markets and in concentrations of 
single countries. 
 
Buying and selling shares of ETFs will result in brokerage commissions. Diversification 
and asset allocation may not protect against market risk or loss of principal. There can 
be no assurance that an active trading market for shares of an ETF will develop or be 
maintained. 
 
When comparing stocks or bonds and iShares Funds, it should be remembered that 
management fees associated with fund investments, like iShares Funds, are not borne 
by investors in individual stocks or bonds.  
 
The iShares Funds are distributed by BlackRock Investments, LLC (together with its 
affiliates, “BlackRock”). 
 
iSHARES and BLACKROCK are registered trademarks of BlackRock. All other marks 
are the property of their respective owners. 306922 
 


